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CARELL SNAPS ON SET
‘Nicest guy in Hollywood’ flies into rage over script issues

Clooney not sure 
screenplay is 
preachy enough
   Choosing the right role is diffi-
cult for any actor, even megastar 
George Clooney, as evidenced by 
a recent dilemma Clooney faced 
after reading a political thriller 
spec from Tony Gilroy.
  “It was a great piece of material,” 
said the 47-year-old star of such films 
as Syriana and Michael Clayton. “I 
just don’t know if it’s preachy 
enough. I want to make people 
change their minds about something 
because I know what’s good for 
them, and I don’t know if this script 
does that.”
  Off camera, Clooney is known as 
one of the nicest guys in Hollywood, 
an affable leading man harkening 
back to the Golden Era of moviemak-
ing. When it comes to his movies, 
however, the star is militant about his 
material.
  “Oh I’ll do the occasional popcorn 
movie like Ocean’s or whatever,” he 
said. “But important films are impor-
tant too. This script Tony [Gilroy] 
sent me is gripping and all, but 
where’s the controversy? Where’s the 
subversion? No, no, no, this won’t 
do. I’d rather do Ocean’s 14, to be 
completely honest.”

  Uber-producer Judd Apatow 
(Superbad, Forgetting Sarah Mar-
shall, Knocked Up) was recently 
surprised to learn he has produced 
eight comedy features since last 
Thursday, two of which he himself 
wrote and directed.
  “I like to stop by IMDB every once 
in a while to see my profile. That’s 
when I saw projects like Blue Balls 
and Worst Friends,” said Apatow. “I 
was like, ‘wait a minute, what the 
hell is going on here?’”
  According to the Internet Movie 
Database, Apatow is producing Blue 
Balls, Worst Friends, My Crazy 
Ex-Wife, Damnesia, Pink Slipped, 
Suburban Gangsters, Ultradope and 
Speed Daters.
  The only problem is that Apatow 
doesn’t remember being involved 
with any of the movies.

Judd Apatow accidentally produces 
eight more films this week

  “I’m hoping they’re raunchy sex 
comedies,” he said. “I knew I had a 
busy few days, but this is borderline 
ridiculous. Is it possible to write and 
direct a movie on the same day? I 
hope so, cause Ultradope is coming 
out this weekend!
  With many in the industry already 
worried about Apatow stretching 
his brand too thin, the glut of new 
flicks has some second-guessing the 
bold, if accidental, move.
 “This reminds of that one year 
Woody Allen released three identi-
cal movies,” said a top studio exec. 
“But we’re talking about eight days 
here. I’m all for churning stuff out, 
but…aw hell, they’ll probably all be 
good and make a lot of money.”
  Apatow is not planning to produce 
any additional features next week, 
but he probably will anyway.

Cage to star as “Pluggler” in 
upcoming Batman flick, pg 8

Desperate for attention, Spike 
Lee feuds with self, pg 7

Hollywood’s breasts 34% 
smaller this year, pg 2
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  Carell was apparently not happy with a 
joke about his character’s appearance.
  “I do not have beady eyes,” he growled. 
“I tried to explain that to the PA, but he 
kept smiling as if I was joking with him. 
Well I wasn’t fucking joking, okay?”
  Wilson is in critical condition.

  It turns out Steve Carell was really just 
a volcano of anger waiting to erupt, 
something he finally did on the set of 
The Office. According to witnesses, the 
normally jovial Carell “went off” on a 
production assistant, then proceeded to 
beat co-star Rainn Wilson with a chair.
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Michael Bay DVD commentary 
focuses solely on explosions
‘I really blew the shit out of that scene’ says thrilled director

INDUSTRY NEWS IN BRIEF
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  Thousands of decisions go into 
every shot of a feature film, but you 
wouldn’t know it from listening to 
the director commentary included in 
the Transformers Blu-Ray DVD.
  “Right here I wanted the fire to be 
bigger,” said Michael Bay, referring 
to a sequence involving Optimus 
Prime and Megatron. “The first three 
takes looked stupid and wimpy, so I 
told them to make it bigger. I really 
blew the shit out of that scene. That’s 
what moviemaking is all about.”
  According to Bay (Pearl Harbor, 
Armageddon), plot and story are 
important to many films not directed 
by him, but he prefers to keep it 
simple.
  “There’s just something about 
special effects that I like so much 
more than the rest of the filmmaking 
process,” he said. “Sure, the acting in 
Transformers was okay, but we all 
know people came to watch stuff 
blow up. That’s why I directed it.”

  Bay echoes this sentiment over 
and over in the DVD commentary, 
alternately referring to scenes as 
“awesome” and “killer.” He does 
touch on character at one point, 
however, when praising Shia 
LaBeouf for his ability to act as if 
he was surrounded by explosions, 
even though the explosions weren’t 
added until post-production.

Hollywood’s breasts 34% 
smaller this year
Average breast size decreased by 
34.4% compared to last year, a trend 
owing mostly to the rise in health 
care costs. Renowned plastic 
surgeon Jacque Perlough says he 
sees no end in sight to the breast 
shrinkage. “The government has 
made it nearly impossible for me to 
offer affordable enhancement surger-
ies,” he said. “My only hope is that 
Barack Obama is elected president 
this fall. Only with universal health 
care can we solve this problem.”

Stallone revives Lock Up 
franchise after 20 years
Sylvester Stallone will reprise his 
famed role as convict Frank Leone in 
the upcoming sequel Lock Up 2: 
Solitary Confinement. According to 
the 61-year-old thespian, who 
recently brought back the Rambo and 
Rocky franchises, the second install-
ment of the Lock Up series takes 
place “at an even more maximum 
security prison” and will feature 
“more chains, more violence and 
more than one surprise for longtime 
fans of the original.”

Busy agent fails to return 
writer’s phone call
CAA agent John Berthold did not 
call unproduced screenwriter Zach 
Teller this week, despite promising 
to get back to him about the 
comedy spec Teller submitted more 
than eight months ago. “I was too 
fucking busy,” said Berthold. “Plus 
I don’t remember what script that 
loser sent in anyway. I’m sure it 
sucked like most new writers’ 
work.” Teller plans to touch base 
with Berthold via email sometime 
next week.

Scott Frank unhappy with 
line of dialogue on page 36
Veteran scribe Scott Frank (The 
Lookout) couldn’t sleep last night, 
thanks to a line of dialogue on page 
36 of his spec “Float Hop,” the tale 
of a boxer who loses his right foot, 
but overcomes the disability to win 
the middleweight championship. “I 
had this joke in there about always 
stepping with your right foot first,” 
said Frank. “It was so lame. Some-
times I wish I could write more like 
most pro screenwriters and just not 
care about being lame.”

Craig Mazin to write, 
direct “Actual Movie”
Plans to skewer movie spoofs by 
making real film
  Actors hate being typecast. The 
same goes for writers and directors, 
which is why Superhero Movie 
creator Craig Mazin announced plans 
to write and direct “Actual Movie,” a 
film that will spoof parody movies, 
effectively making it a real movie.
  “The hardest part will be making it 
good,” said Mazin. “I’m not used to 
that kind of writing. But I figure if I 
do the opposite of what I normally 
do, everything should work out fine.”
  The biggest hurdle will be avoiding 
sight gags and toilet humor, but 
Mazin insists he’s up to the chal-
lenge.
  “It’s not like I need to drop an 
f-bomb to get a laugh,” he said. “I can 
be nuanced. There’s a way to do a fart 
joke tastefully, in my opinion. You’ll 
see. This will be the most movie-ish 
movie ever!”
  The working tagline for Actual 
Movie is -- “This time it’s for 
real…sorta!”

Tom Cruise’s 
heightening
surgery a success



Sketchy producer ups ante 
with first-ever $2 option
Tyro scribe agrees to unprecedented 5-year agreement
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  Producer Chris Reiterson was so 
excited about the spec script “Dudes 
On Mars,” he doubled his usual 
option fee to two dollars, according 
to first time scribe John Noble.
  “He must really like it!” exclaimed 
Noble. “I know two bucks isn’t a ton 
of money, but it’s twice what writers 
usually get and shows [Reiterson] 
can’t wait to set it up at a studio. But 
sometimes those things take time, 
which is why he wanted five years to 
make it happen. I think his cousin 
works for Fox or something.”

Spielberg to helm 
126 Bollywood 
films by next year
‘Indiana Jonishi’ and ‘Cows of 
Our Fathers’ already in can

 Noble signed a 5-year deal that 
gives Reiterson exclusive rights to 
shop the space comedy around 
town at different studios, where 
Reiterson has worked as an assis-
tant groundskeeper.
 “This project is going places, 
man,” said Reiterson, speaking 
from his mother’s basement. “I’m 
gonna produce the hell out of this 
script. It needs a little work, but 
John is a hungry writer and I’m no 
slouch myself!”

Gripping Lifetime movie explores 
dangers of mothers dating their 
daughters’ sexy boyfriends
   Often criticized for trite, predictable 
programming, the Lifetime network 
is taking a bold new step into more 
serious fare this month with the 
release of “My Lover, My Daughter’s 
Lover” starring Valerie Bertinelli and 
Alexis Bledel.
  “This one is different,” said Tammy 
Phelps, Lifetime’s SVP of Program-
ming. “It’s about the dangers of 
dating your daughter’s lover. The 
heartache. The long-term psychologi-
cal ramifications. I can think of no 
more poignant topic than that at a 
time like this.”

  Bertinelli, most recently seen in   
Jenny Craig commercials, echoed 
the sentiment.
“What a powerful, fresh take on 
what could be the most important 
struggle of our time: mother-
daughter love triangles,” said Berti-
nelli. “This movie may very well 
change the way we look at relation-
ships altogether.”
  Bledel was more subdued in her 
praise of the film.
  “I suppose it’s not completely 
terrible,” said Bledel. “Plus it’s a 
nice paycheck.”

Manager doesn’t 
actually ‘get wood’ 
from writer’s idea
  Screenwriter Todd Lee was having 
a productive lunch with his man-
ager at a local sandwich shop 
recently, when the manager 
suddenly sprung an erection.
  “One minute I’m telling him about 
my idea to put a comedic twist on 
Godzilla, and then next thing I 
know he’s hard. At least that’s what 
he told me,” said Lee. “I put down 
my sub sandwich, immediately 
losing my appetite.”
 After a few uncomfortable 
moments, Lee’s manager, Josh 
Feldman, explained that he didn’t 
literally “have wood.”

CLASSIFIEDS
Powerbook: 15-inch screen, comes 
with Final Draft, keyboard smells like 
cheese. $500 or best offer. Must sell 
immediately or will lose apartment!
DWF seeks mid-50s businessman. 
Must be good with kids and not have 
small penis like previous husband who 
is an executive at Universal and slept 
with his skank assistant Jenny
Assistant seeks employment. Great 
phone skills, knows the town, discreet. 
Email hotjenny23@yahoo.com

SCRIPT TRACK
SCRIPTS GOING WIDE WEEK OF OCTOBER 6

Untitled Political Biopic
Writer: Oliver Stone
An inaccurate take on the next president, whoever it turns out to be.

Human Segway
Writer: Nick Stoller
Plot being kept under wraps.

The Ninja Chronicles
Writers: Seth Rogen & Evan Goldberg
A blind 18th century ninja saves the world and his cat. Seth Rogen 
will star.

Jell-O Mello Hello Gang
Writer: Diablo Cody
A group of suburban housewives form an alt-rock band.

  Mere moments after Dreamworks’ 
deal with Reliance was finalized, 
Steven Spielberg was on set directing 
the first of 126 “Bollywood-style” 
films for the Indian financiers.
  “This will be a much different model 
than we’re used to,” said Spielberg. 
“While there may be a drop in qual-
ity, I anticipate the volume of films 
we produce will make up for it.”
  Spielberg confirmed all the films 
will feature extensive musical num-
bers and nonsensical plot twists.
  “Sometimes you don’t feel like 
explaining every detail,” he said. 
“Now we don’t have to worry about 
it. It’s just…cut to the dance scene!”
  Executives at Reliance expressed 
supreme confidence in Spielberg’s 
ability to help them earn a return on 
their investment.
  “Mr. Spielberg is a premier name in 
filmmaking,” said a Reliance spokes-
man. “We can’t wait to see what he 
does with his first 8 pics this month.”
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